
From Our President
Rick Jones, President

visit us online at: www.swavancouver.com

Next General Meeting
with Demo by

 Michael Orwick

Feb 26, 2-4pm
West Park Community Room
610 Esther St. Vancouver WA

F

Spring Show
April 27-April 30

Vancouver United Church 
 of Christ

Registration begins
March 7

Watch your email for 
the perspectus  

and more information!

Save the 
Date! The name for February comes from the Latin word “februum” which 

means purification, and if used today, would still make this month 
the most misspelled word in the English language.  Februumm is the 
final full month of winter in our parts, and the final month of summer 
in the southern hemisphere. The Primrose is the flower of February, 
which explains its sudden appearance at the entrances to many 

stores. There is also a major holiday celebrated in Februum, Valentine’s Day.  It’s the first 
holiday of the new year and one of best.  

This February is a busy one for SWA.  We have Angela Swanson tackling the SWA 
website redesign and upgrades which include updating the individual member blogs.  
Richard Ferguson has a blog up, as does Debbie Tracy, and both are excellent.  The 
new look of the website is amazing. If you haven’t had a chance to check it out, I would 
recommend you take a moment to do so. We hope you like it as much as we do.

Ed Martin is heading up the Spring Show and the show, scheduled for April 25th through 
April 30th, is well underway.  Watching Ed balance the many different facets of doing 
a large show is fascinating. Since this show is not at a gallery, but at the United Church 
of Christ, every aspect of the event has to be handled by volunteers from SWA.  A quick 
look at what and who is involved check out the column ‘The Spring Show’ nearby. There 
are still several volunteer spots that need to be filled and an important one is that of the 
show sitters.  Ed would like a show Sitter Chair to organize and schedule the Sitters for 
the four days of the event.  

It’s a great deal of work that, in the past, would have been handled by the gallery. 
The upside to all this is that we are able to display all of the artwork submitted by our 
members for the duration of the show. Not to be lost among all the activity with the 
Spring show is that SWA’s record number of new members including: Richard Ferguson, 
Katherine Gibson, Jean Hague, Richard Helmick, Ron Jones, Sandra Longmore, Cole 
McLester, Mark McVey, Mary Mulcrone, Malee Octavia, Leslie Struxness, Tina Stauss and 
Christine Wichers to name just a few.  We are very pleased to have them join SWA and 
look forward to enjoying the art they create. 

We also have an interesting ‘Speaking Of’ column this month by Elaine Pawski on her 
work with the Cascadia Montessori School. Those members that have skill teaching art 
might take an interest in the developing relationship between the Cascadia School and 
SWA. 

Hopefully by the time this issue of the Pen & Palette hits your inbox you will have 
made a note to attend the second live, in-person, SWA General Meeting.  The General 
meeting, scheduled for the 26th of February, features a live demo on ‘Creating Glow in 
a Tonal Painting’, by Michael Orwick. This meeting marks the return to live workshops 
and domos for 2022.  We are planning on holding more of these during the year. If 
there is a particular artist you’d like to see, please let us know and we’ll forward your 
suggestion to the Programs and Workshops group (we are looking at filling a spot in this 
group, as well). 

Thank you, for all you do to make SWA the success it is.

Rick Jones 
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SWA Officers
Elected Officers  
(Members of the Executive Board)
PRESIDENT:  Rick Jones

VICE PRESIDENT:   Ed Martin

TREASURER:  Linda Whittingham

SECRETARY:  Sue Tellock

MEMBER-AT-LARGE:  Pam Richey Curtis

MEMBER-AT-LARGE:  Janus Innes 

MEMBER-AT-LARGE:  Katey Sandy

Appointed Officers and  
Committee Members
WEBMASTER:  Angela Swanson

SPRING SHOW COORDINATOR:  Ed Martin

FALL SHOW COORDINATOR:  Allan Oliver

PROGRAM AND  
WORKSHOP COORDINATOR:  OPEN

MEETING FACIL ITATOR:  Diana Thewlis

COMMUNICATIONS  
COORDINATOR:  Janus Innes

VENUE COORDINATOR:  OPEN

MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR:  Janus Innes

PUBLICITY AND SOCIAL MEDIA  
COORDINATOR:  Angela Swanson

Publicity and Social Media Committee
PRE SS  RELEASES : Sue Tellock

IN STAGRAM : Deb Tracey

FACE BOOK : Deb Tracey

PR IN T  M ED I A  PRODUCT ION :  Elaine Pawski

Y O UT UB E : OPEN

COMMUN I TY  L I A I SON : OPEN

NE WSLETTER  COORD INATOR : Laura Pritchard  
 & Elaine Pawski

You can find SWA on Facebook & Instagram! 
Click on the logos above or search Society of 
Washington Artists or  @SocietyofWashingtonArtists

2022 Spring Show

Prior to 2020 most of the shows occurred, not at galleries, but 
at facilities that could accommodate up to 200 pieces of art.  
With the advent of Covid protocols SWA switched gears and 
developed a hybrid format incorporating a virtual show with a live 
gallery event featuring art selected from the virtual show.  This 
was easier on the volunteers but limited the number of pieces of 
art that could be displayed.  With the return to the larger venue 
all submitted artwork will be on display for the duration of the 
show. The downside is the number of volunteers required to put 
together such an event.  For instance:

Spring Show Coordinator:  Ed Martin

Art show labels:  Janus Innes.  

Budget:  Ed Martin, Linda Whittingham

On-line registration and art take-in:  Angela Swanson, Linda 
Whittingham, Janus Innes     (need volunteer about 4 more!)

Transportation and set-up/take down:  (need volunteers)

Silent auction and donations:  Earlene Holmstrom, Patricia 
Romines, Linda Whittingham

Marketing, communications, social media: Angela Swanson, 
Elaine Pawski, Janus Innes, Debbie Tracy, Sue Tellock

Hanging crew: Katey Sandy, Renee Bryant, Dan Innes, Janus 
Innes, Leslie Faulds

Reception: Christine Wichers, Cynthia Lunde

Sitters:  open – (need volunteers) (There will be a schedule 
released on times)

Signs:  Wes Fisk, Rick Jones

Recorder:  Janus Innes

The Judge will be Elizabeth Steinbaugh

The Spring show opens at 12:00 noon each day beginning April 
27th and closes at 7:00 pm each evening except on the 29th   
when we wrap up at 8:00 pm.  On the final day, April 30th, the 
show opens at 10:00 am and closes at 5:00 pm, at which time art 
pick up begins. Tear down on the 30th begins at 6:00 pm.  Stay 
tuned for updates as they develop.  This requires a good deal of 
coordination and fortunately SWA has members that can do this in 
their sleep

 However, as the saying goes; “Many hands make light work” so 
we are always looking for additional members to step up and 
help out. If you are interested please contact us at: president@
swavancouver.com .

APRIL 27 - 30,  
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST,  

1220 NE 68th St,  
Vancouver, WA 9866
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Silent Auction Committee  have sent letters to corporate 
donors looking for gifts and have received nice donations 
from Holbein, Gamblin, Diane Townsend pastels, Golden 
Artist Colors and Jack Richeson & Co , Beard’s Framing 
and Aurora Gallery, so far, along with a sizable donation of 
colored pencils and books from Wanda Brewster’s estate.

We need your  help too.  We’d love to get medium to large 
baskets in good condition, and non-perishable supplies to 
fill these basket by March 15th.

Please help us work on these themes now : 

 • beer from around the world (snacks, beer), 

 • bird basket (hummingbird window feeder, seed suet, 
bird house , bird book),  

 • english tea time (tea, tea cup with saucer, biscuits etc)  
and garden basket ( tools, seeds, garden decor)

If you have other items for different themes let us know. 

Contact Earlene at 503 449 5484 or earleneholmstrom@
gmail.com to drop items off, or bring them to February 
meeting on the 26th.

Silent Auction Committee Is Actively Preparing For This Year’s Spring Show.

February General Meeting and Demo by Michael Orwick

We are very pleased to have Michael 

Orwick join us for our February 26th 

General meeting at the West Park 

Community Room.  Michael Orwick 

is a classically trained landscape artist 

whose work reflects the serenity, 

diffuse lighting, and atmospheric 

mists of the northwest. Michael 

will discuss how he uses color 

and design to create his beautiful 

tonalist paintings, which often have a 

luminous quality.

“CREATING GLOW IN A TONAL PAINTING”

An in-person demonstration  
of technique By Michael Orwick

February 26, 2022, 2-4PMThe West Park Community Room 610 Esther Street
Vancouver, WA 98660
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Art Shows and more!
Call to Artists

Oregon Society of Artists
April: Photography Showcase 

Submissions Open Feb. 4- March 25

https://www.osartists.org/gallery/
call-to-artists 

Art at the Cave Gallery 
https://artatthecave.com

February 2022: 
The 2021 SWA Holiday Show Love 
in the time of...
Inspired by the book title, “Love 
in the Time of Cholera” by Gabriel 
García Márquez, this show 
continues our annual drive to 
showcase concepts of love and 
loving during February. A great 
sampling of work from some of our 
favorite artists will be featured in 
this exhibit running from February 
4th through 26th
March 2022 Mylin and Ford
Betwixt the soft yet substantial 
weight of Russell Ford’s ceramics 
and the rigid yet gentile twists 
of David Mylin’s metallurgy, we 
feel confident that this month’s 
exhibit has much to offer to both 
artists and art appreciator. Join us 
March 4th through 26th to see the 
amazing collection of works from 
these two local gems.

Art on the Boulevard

Current Exhibitions
February. 4 - March 25  
“Sweet 16” Sixteen Year Anniversary 
show.

Oregon Society of Artists
Portraits, Figures & Selfies Showcase 
In the gallery, Feb 3-23, online for a 
month after. , 
2185 SW Park Place, Portland OR
 online: www.osagallery.org/12x12artshow

ArtReach Gallery
1126 SW Park Jan. 6- Mar, 2022
40 oil paintings by Randall Vermeer,  of 
musicians around the world with Haiku 
by Malaysian poet and artist Christina 
Chin.
Musicians in the paintings will play 
opening night. Painting labels with QR 
code to hear each musician play

The Newsletter Team would love someone to send us updates on Art Shows online, or in-person that would be 
of interest to our members. Are there events you’d like to share? email: info@swavancouver.com. 

Art Outreach to Local School
SWA recently received a request for help from Cascadia 
Montessori School for artists to participate in their Art emersion 
week. Elaine Pawski answered the call, and did a watercolor 
project with 17 middle school students, demostrating the fluidity of 
watercolor, painting evergreen trees in a wet in wet technique. 

Rick Jones, and Elaine have spoken with Head Teacher Danielle 
Benge, about the possibility of a collaboration between SWA and 
Cascadia School. Cascadia School would like artists to come into 
the school to do art classes and demonstrate different media 
in the classrooms. In exchange, SWA would be able to use the 
facilities for a meeting or workshop, when school is not in session. 
The classrooms, with sinks and tile floors are all ground floor 
and easy walking from the parking area. There’s a large covered 
area perfect for warm weather meetings and an adjacent city 
greenspace for those who would like to venture out for some 
plein aire painting in a wooded area. 

If anyone is interested in working with students, please contact 
Rick Jones. 

Phoenix Rising Art Gallery
1001 Main St. Vancouver WA
https://www.
phoenixrisingartgallery.com/call-
to-art/

Art at the Cave Gallery 
https://artatthecave.com
Verdant, a juried art exhibit celebrating 
honoring our living biosphere. Please 
submit entries by March 29, 2022. Visit 
our website and click on Submit Art to 
enter.  

Speaking of:
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Oregon Society of Artists 
online demos, classes 
and workshops
OSA offers a number of classes 
and workshops, both in classrooms 
and online. Some SWA artists are 
among the teachers there. Go to 
www.osartists.org for all class and 
workshop schedules and to register.

Winslow Art Center 
online courses, 
Technique Takeaways 
and free weekly Art Talks
For information and schedules, visit 
winslowartcenter.com 

Classes
Winter is a great time to develop your skills or try something new by taking a class. There are so 
many options: local in person classes, online classes where you can join from anywhere, or just 
watching demos and following tutorials online.

Youtube Video of the Month
If you haven’t explored Youtube, you’ll be amazed at some of the 
great art demos that are free on Youtube, that you can watch,  
from you computer or mobile devices 

Here is a one hour painting demo by Michael Orwick, painting in his studio. Michael 
will be demonstrating  in person, at our next meeting, on Feb 26. Click on the link  
below to see a sneak peak of  Michael in action at his easel. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AxykOG-CUzA

Watercolor class - Clark College Continuing Education
Diana Thewlis, Instructor

For more info and to register for future classes 
 https://www.campusce.net/clark/course/course.aspx?catId=318

New and returning students will enjoy learning 
further aspects of this unique medium such as 
the specific properties of the watercolor paints 
and papers. As always, composition will be 
emphasized. There will be assigned exercises 
and projects, but students can feel free to pursue 
their own projects. Weekly demonstrations and 
critiques, as well as individual assistance will 
be given to help you express your creativity in a 
relaxed and supportive atmosphere. 

A Painterly Approach to Procreate - Oregon Society of Artists
Elaine Pawski, Instructor

For more info and to register 
https://public.osartists.org/public/adultclasses

Whether you are interested in digital painting 
as an end result or as a tool for sketching, 
preplanning and troubleshooting your traditional 
media paintings, this class will help make your 
iPad an important art tool. We will be working 
mainly in Procreate, but I encourage discussion 
and exploration of other digital programs as well. 
Procreate is a very powerful, yet very affordable 
($10) program. Each week we will tackle a different 
painting project which helps build your painting 
skills, your Procreate knowledge, and your creative 
approach to painting.

Have you found a demo or 
tutorial on Youtube that you found 
particularly interesting or helpful?

Email the link to info@
swavancouver.com and say for the 
newsletter in the title.     
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